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It will be understood that this paper only touches upon the subject of castes which seem to  originate out of peculiarities of worship and belief, and has nothing to say about that very large class of castes which are formed out of association in professions, trades, or crafts.    One thing worth noticing, however, is that some sections of the Brahmans, whom most people would  assume  to  be a religious caste par excellence, betray symptoms of having been originally a caste by profession or calling.   For though the Brahman caste is now a vast circle inclosing a number of separate Levitic tribes, which again are subdivided into numberless family groups, yet several of these tribes appear to have developed   out   of   literary and sacerdotal guilds.   Indeed, one distinctive tenet of a certain school which rests (I am told) upon passages quoted from the Vedas, affirms that Brahmanisrn  does not properly come by caste or descent, but by learning and devotional exercises.   This is now laid down as an ethical truth ; it was probably at first a simple fact.   There is fair evidence that several of these Brahmanic tribes have at different periods been promoted into the caste circle by virtue of having acquired in some outlying province or kingdom (where Brahmans proper could not be had) a monopoly of the study and interpretation of the sacred books; and having devoted themselves for generations to this profession, at last graduated as full Brahmans, though of a different tribe from the earlier schools.    Some glimpse of the very lowest rudimentary stage of a Levitic caste (that is, a caste with a speciality for ritual and interpretation of the sacred books) may still be obtained in the most backward parts of India.   The Meena tribe, which has